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Please Note

It is important to look at these suggested answers only after you have thoroughly engaged 
and worked through the questions. Jumping too quickly to the answers will short circuit 
the affect of this course and undermine opportunities for growth. Our suggestion is to 
follow the following format for each lesson:

1. Discovery.
First—come up with your own complete answers to the questions. Use the Scripture texts, 
lesson teaching content, diagrams, and illustrations as a springboard. You need to discover 
the answers for yourself to get the most out of this course. Your group leader should  
facilitate this type of learning and discussion.

2. Directed.
Second—review, study, and discuss the suggested answers and reflections at the back  
of the manual. 

3. Discovery.
Third— in your group, talk about further ideas or questions that arose from step two.  
Go back to your answers and write down these thoughts and applications. 
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Lesson 1

God’s story—your story

B ✒Supply your own answer

C Genesis 1 introduces God’s story. It lays the foundation for what is to come, and 
provides a framework for understanding the rest of the story. Despite our views to the 
contrary, we are not God! The original verdict regarding creation is that it was “good.” 
The world was not always like it is today. God creates humankind to be rulers on this 
earth. We have a special place in creation and God made us in his image. We are not 
God, but we are like him. Ancient nations (excluding Israel) considered only the king 
to be in the image of the gods. In contrast, we are all in the image of God and called to 
be rulers. Humanity was to rule creation on behalf of God, take care of it, and to rule 
under God. 

D Adam and Eve fell away from God when they stopped trusting and relying on God. 
They stopped trusting in God’s love for them and his provision of every good thing. 
They thought they were missing something—something outside their relationship with 
God that could bring them life in all its fullness. Instead of trusting God, they believed 
the words of the serpent. 

 Consider: God forbade eating from only one tree; he gave them everything else. The 
purpose of this tree, among other things, was to teach them to trust God for everything, 
to listen to him, and to not decide what is right and wrong independently from God.

E After Adam and Eve turn away from God, the first thing they do is seek to build and 
protect their own reputation by complaining, defending, and attacking. After eating 
the forbidden fruit, they hide, blame, accuse, deceive, and offer halfhearted admissions 
of wrongdoing. Adam wasted no time telling God that the whole problem developed 
because of “the woman you gave me (verse 12).” In addition, they feel shame and fear 
(verse 10). They certainly felt guilty over what they had done (hence the excuses), but 
they also felt shame. Shame is a more profound feeling than guilt. Guilt is feeling bad 
about something I have done. Shame is feeling bad about who I am. Adam and Eve 
realized that there was now something profoundly wrong with their souls. This led to 
hiding behind the closest tree.

F ✒Supply your own answer

G Israel was to be a holy nation and a priestly kingdom. Once again, the theme of ruler 
occurs. They were to rule as priests, serving God, each other, and the world. They were 
to reign on earth exemplifying the kingdom of God. They were to be holy, set apart 
from the other nations in terms of their character. In this way, their calling was to be 
a light and hope to the nations. Out of all the nations, they were to be God’s treasured 
possession. One central characteristic of Israel was to be their obedience to the Law of 
God. In fact, Israel agreed to obey everything God commanded them. As a nation, they 
were to be faithful, holy, and loving. 

H Here we have a recapitulation in the story. Israel repeats the failure of Adam and Eve. 
They fail to rule wisely, trust God, and live according to his requirements. God had 
blessed them (like Adam and Eve), yet in time Israel forgot about God and went their 
own way. Although God had spectacularly rescued them from Egyptian slavery, they 
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entered into a deeper, darker slavery under one greater than Pharaoh. The nation 
plunged into darkness, and by New Testament times, there is rampant demonic activity 
throughout Israel. By the time of Jesus, Israel is suffering under Roman rule, and in 
addition, it is corrupt and spiritually dead. Israel now needs redemption just as much as 
the rest of the world. God called Israel to be a light to the world, but now she needs the 
Light herself.

I ✒Supply your own answer

J After the failure of Adam and Eve to rule, and after Israel’s failure to rule, the hope was 
for God to establish once again his rule and kingdom. The hope was to have another 
king ruling on the throne of David. The good news is that God has done precisely 
that—he has sent his Son Jesus as King, Lord, and Savior. The good news is that the 
reign of God has finally come in the person of Jesus. The final liberation of God’s 
people has arrived. With the coming of Jesus, he inaugurates a reign of salvation, 
righteousness, restoration, and justice. He casts out demons, heals the sick, and forgives 
sinners. Hence, the New Testament often speaks of the “good news of the kingdom.” 
Where Adam and Eve failed, and Israel failed, Jesus succeeds. On the cross, he accepts 
the pain of our rebellion. This one act of forgiveness brings us into a right relationship 
with God. God raises Jesus from the dead, and seats him at his right hand—appointed 
as king. Jesus now rules until all things will be under his dominion.

 Of course, this good news of kingdom salvation is much greater than Israel ever 
expected. Jesus was given his name because he was to save his people from their sins 
(Matt 1:21). It was a greater salvation than freedom from the Romans. It was salvation 
from sin, death, fear, and Satan—a salvation from bondage, alienation, blindness. God 
now calls us to live individually and corporately with the reality of Jesus as King, Lord, 
and Savior, and not trust other things to bring us life, meaning, or glory.

1) Our response should be one of repentance and faith. These are the two essential 
ingredients of the Christian life. As one person put it, repentance and faith “are the  
two wings by which a Christian flies to heaven.”

1! − 1# ✒Supply your own answer

➜ Leader’s note: 

At this point in this lesson (after discussing question 10), spend a few minutes 
talking with your group about how this gospel has impacted, changed, and challenged 
your life. What are some recent examples of this? How is God’s story “good news” for 
you today? What does Jesus mean to you today?

Lesson 2

Broken world, broken lives

B Sold into slavery, rejection and hatred of siblings, special favor from his father, removal 
from his father, false accusations from Potiphar’s wife, put in prison, forgotten in prison 
(Gen 40:23; 41:1), appearance of brothers again after 20 years (temptation to take rev-
enge), great wealth and prestige given to him (temptation to pride and forgetting God).
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